
Parish Magazine

November 2026

Autumn Dahlia
Photo by Kate Pendlenton



STaB is published by the Parochial Church Council and delivered free of charge to 

every home in Stratford Tony and Bishopstone.  We hope you find it interesting and 

informative.  Donations towards publication costs are always welcome.

Donations should be made payable to Bishopstone Parochial Church Council and sent 

to:  The Treasurer, Bishopstone PCC, Ebble Cottage, Mill Lane, Bishopstone, SP5 

4BG.  Please state on a cover note that it is for STaB.

The views in this magazine are not necessarily those of the PCC.

Editor: Kate Pendlenton:  780655

Email:  teamstab2019@gmail.com

Advertising: Robert Pendlenton:  780655

E.mail:  stabads@outlook.com

Any articles for inclusion are to be submitted 

by 5pm on the 20th of the month to appear in the next issue.   

The editors reserve the right to edit all contributions.

Chalke Valley Team Ministry – Parish of Bishopstone and Stratford Tony

Team Rector, with responsibility for Bishopstone and Stratford Tony:

Ruth Howlett Shipley     01722 697022

Church Warden:  Sarah Seal   01722 780305

Team Administrator:   Emily Broomhead   07890 262376

thechalkevalleychurches@gmail.com

Bishopstone Village Website
www.bishopstone-salisbury.co.uk

The village website carries a wealth of information about Bishopstone.  There are 

pages devoted to church, the Parish Council, what’s on at the Village Hall, meetings, 

clubs, local organisations and village walks.  There are even digital copies of this 

magazine.

If you want to have any information included on the website, please contact either

Mike Ash (mash@btinternet.com)

or Roger Stockton (rogerstockton@icloud.com)
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A Warm Welcome to Bishopstone and Stratford Tony…

Please let us know if you know of anyone who moves into Bishopstone or Stratford 

Tony – or indeed if you yourself have recently moved in, please do introduce 

yourselves! – so that we can offer them/you a welcome in STaB.



From Revd Ruth Howlett Shipley

‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God’ 

Don’t we all want more peacemakers in our world! The news reports from 

the Holy Land,  Ukraine and the Sudans constantly remind us how little 

peace there is in our world… and that is before we think about all the other 

conflicts across the world that don’t even make the threshold, that aren’t 

not newsworthy enough, to appear on televisions, radios, newspapers and 

online screens. 

November is a time for remembering.

At the start of November, we celebrate the Feast of All Saints when we 

think about, and give thanks for, the men and women in whose lives the 

Church as a whole has seen the grace of God powerfully at work. It is an 

opportunity to give thanks for them, but also to realise that saints are not 

necessarily extraordinary individuals; sanctity may grow and develop in the 

very ordinary circumstances of human living. 

We also mark All Souls’ Day, or the Commemoration of the Faithful 

Departed, when we remember the saints in a more local and intimate way. 

It is a time when we remember with thanksgiving before God those whom 

we have known more directly; those who have given us life or have 

nurtured us in faith but whom we see no longer. I am sure I am not alone in 

remembering some people who have had a significant impact on my life at 

this time.

And then we will move onto Remembrance Sunday when we will bring to 

mind those who made the ultimate sacrifice in World Wars; giving their 

lives so that we may live in freedom. 

Amidst all of this, whether we are thinking of current or past conflicts, 

saints with both a capital ‘S’ or a lower case ‘s’, let us remember that these 

were all real people; people who were fathers and mothers, brothers and 

sisters, husbands and wives. Their lives were not just an inscription on the 

war memorial, in the history books or on a family tree – they were people 

who loved and were 

loved. Let us not lose 

sight of the humanity 

that is at the heart of 

all conflicts and let’s 

pray for more 

peacemakers in our

troubled world. 



In Salisbury, Sarum Lights has become firmly established as part of 

many people’s pre-Christmas ritual. For one week the Cathedral hosts a 

stunning immersive display. Its vaults, arches, and walls become the 

screens upon which a bewitching sequence of images and animations 

are shown. Dinosaurs have lumbered along the aisles; whales have 

leapt in the nave; the glories of Renaissance art have lit up the 

transepts. The building has been filled with people, young and old, many 

of them visiting the Cathedral for the first time. In 2025 Sarum Lights 

brought more than 13,000 visitors to the Cathedral.

Light in the darkness: that’s the essence of Sarum Lights. The 

projections would not work on balmy August evenings. It’s only in the 

gloom of the approaching winter that they can be seen. The colours and 

shapes prompt the warmth of a shared experience. The Lights beget 

light. Cameras are held aloft; children gasp in amazement; families chat 

about what they’ve seen over cups of hot chocolate. And the night-time 

streets are busy – after hours, for this one week, the city comes to life, 

and its shops, pubs and cafés thrive. Light in the darkness: dazzling 

images, the joy of human company, the bustle of the lively 

thoroughfares. In the light of Sarum Lights we see such light.

November offers so many moments to enjoy the thrilling sight of light in 

the darkness. A sparkler twirled on Guy Fawkes Night, perhaps, or a 

candle lit in memory of the fallen, or a brooch of bright red petals worn in 

the autumn mist and drizzle.

For in reimagining light in the darkness Sarum Lights is only catching up 

with what our culture and our Church have done at this time of year for 

many centuries. October ends with All Souls, and with the opportunity to 

light candles and remember those we love but see no longer. Then 

November opens with All Saints, when we honour those women and 

men of faith whose lives have shone brightly in their generation (at the 

Cathedral, Bishop Karen will present the Cross of St Aldhelm to those 

who have served our Diocese with distinction – whose light has guided, 

helped, and enabled many others to flourish). Remembrancetide follows. 

The scarlet of our poppies glows against the often-solemn tones of 

military uniforms and winter overcoats, recalling us to the sacrifice made 

by many in service of the liberty we enjoy.

These weeks lead us to the end of the liturgical year with the celebration 

of Christ the King. The infant who is greeted as ‘a light to reveal you to 

the nations’ is acclaimed as the universal Lord, to whom all things are 

subject. Our Lights may beget further light, but at our year’s end we are 

reminded that it is Christ’s light that illuminates all things. ‘…In your light 

shall we see light’, as the Psalmist puts it. Only in Christ are our eyes 

truly opened, and in Christ there is no darkness at all.

Light in the darkness. Hope renewed at the end of a challenging year.

Nicholas Papadopulos, Dean of Salisbury

 Thank You for Coming to 

our Celebration Parish 

Communion! 

led by 

The Rt Revd Tim Thornton 

On Sunday 11th October we came together to give thanksgiving for the 

completion of the repairs to the North Transept Roof and for the 

generosity and hard work of all those involved in the project.  

It is impossible to thank everyone who was involved personally but 

particular thanks have to go to Toby Mills and Roger Stockton for 

their tireless work on the Heritage Lottery bid, to Sarah Seal and the 

PCC and to the Friends of Bishopstone Church. However, huge 

thanks have to go to the whole community who supported this project.  

We had a fantastic service followed by equally impressive refreshments 

in the Village Hall. 

Thank you to everyone who was involved in any way in this project!  



The next meeting of the Bishopstone Parish Council will be on the 2nd 

November 2026 at 19.30 in the village hall. All members of the parish are 

welcome to attend, particularly if you have something you wish to discuss 

with the council.

As we move into Autumn and Winter there are a couple of issues I wish to 

highlight. The first is we are expecting a wet Winter and, reflecting on the 

floods this year, it is important if you have a flood-prone house to start 

thinking about preparations you can make to prevent flooding happening. 

As you may be aware, most of our problems come from ground water and 

local springs and certain low-lying houses in the village are prone to these. 

Monitoring of local boreholes can give an indication when this may be an 

issue. (Google Ground Water Level at Windwhistle for latest information). 

If you have any concerns, our local flood wardens (back page of STaB) 

can give you helpful advice and guidance on being prepared in the winter.

Along with ground water, the River Ebble is central to our Village and high 

levels this year led to issues at various sites. The river needs unimpeded 

flow to be able to get to the water meadows where excess water can 

accumulate protecting lower valley villages. The council are seeking ways 

to open up a blocked channel at Faulston which will improve the flow of 

the Ebble. However, many house holders are Riparian owners and have 

responsibilities to managing the watercourse adjacent to their properties 

including preventing obstructions. Information on the roles and 

responsibilities of a Riparian owner can be found on the Environment 

Agency website, look for “Your watercourse: rights and roles”

Other useful sites to look at include: 

• Dorset and Wiltshire Groundwater Incident Response 2006

• Get Flood warnings by text, phone or email

• Wiltshire Council Encourages residents and businesses to prepare for 

potential flooding this winter

If you are looking at STaB electronically then click on the links. Otherwise 

type the sentence into your browser to get to the page.

Hedges are becoming an issue in some places in the village. People are 

reminded to keep their hedges tidy and not to allow growth onto the public 

footpath / bridleway which may result in injury, particularly with brambles. 

Please keep them to a reasonable height and depth.

Finally, we are still looking for volunteer councillors to join the parish 

council. If you are over 18, live or have a business in the Parish, you are 

eligible to be a councillor. If you’re not sure what’s involved, please contact 

the Chairman or Clerk of the council or come along to the Parish meeting 

on the 2nd of November.

https://engageenvironmentagency.uk.engagementhq.com/dorset-and-wiltshire-groundwater-incident-response-2026
https://engageenvironmentagency.uk.engagementhq.com/dorset-and-wiltshire-groundwater-incident-response-2026
https://www.gov.uk/get-flood-warnings
https://www.gov.uk/get-flood-warnings
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/news/wiltshire-council-encourages-residents-and-businesses-to-prepare-for-potential-flooding-this-winter
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/news/wiltshire-council-encourages-residents-and-businesses-to-prepare-for-potential-flooding-this-winter
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/news/wiltshire-council-encourages-residents-and-businesses-to-prepare-for-potential-flooding-this-winter
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BISHOPSTONE COMMUNITY CAFÉ

The Village Hall Café opens every other Thursday and is a great place 

to relax and catch up with others in the community. 

Upcoming dates are the 5th and 19th of November and the 3rd and 17th 

of December.

Opening hours are 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon.

The café will be closed for the Christmas break on the 31st December, 

but will reconvene for the New Year on Thursday 7th January 2027! 

Refreshments are currently offered free of charge, with donations 

welcome.

As ever, the bookshelves offer a wide range of titles available for a 

modest donation. 

THE SUNSET CAFÉ STOMPERS. 

We’re delighted to announce that, by popular demand, the Sunset Café 

Stompers are returning to Bishopstone on Saturday 21st November.

You can always count on the Stompers for an entertaining evening filled 

with lively music, good humour and plenty of toe-tapping rhythms. So 

come along and enjoy a fun-filled evening in great company. We look 

forward to seeing you there!

Tickets are £18 each, with an optional supper available at an additional 

£8 per person.  Doors and bar open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. 

Early booking is strongly advised as numbers are limited.   To make a 

booking, please contact Caroline Ash on (01722) 781044 or Sue Taylor 

on (01722) 780316 and advise of any dietary requirements if taking the 

supper.

MOVIOLA at Bishopstone

Friday 27th November.

The film for November will be ‘The Christophers’.  The children of a 

once-celebrated artist enlist a forger to access his unfinished canvases in 

a deceptive bid to secure an inheritance. Starring Ian McKellen and 

Michaela Coel.



A cash bar with ices and snacks will be available.

Doors open at 7.00pm with the film beginning at 7.30pm.  Admission to 

the film is £7.00.  If possible, please book in advance with Caroline Ash on 

(01722) 781044 or Sue Taylor on 01722 780316.

A trailer for the film can be seen in the Events section of the village 

website at www.bishopstone-salisbury.co.uk.

BISHOPSTONE COMMUNITY LUNCHES 

The next lunch will be on Wednesday 4th November, when the guest 

speaker will be Caroline Lamb with a talk entitled “Collecting my MBE”.

Times as usual: 12.00 noon for 12.30 pm. Advance booking is essential. 

Please telephone Caroline Ash on (01722) 781044 and advise her of any 

dietary requirements.  The cost is £8.50 for a two-course lunch and a 

drink.

The special Christmas Lunch will be on Wednesday 2nd December.

BOOKINGS FOR SOCIAL EVENTS AND WORKSHOPS

Both halls are available for hire.   To enquire or make a booking, please 

contact the bookings secretary, Margaret Barter (01722) 780471

BISHOPSTONE PLAYGROUP 

The playgroup meets on Friday mornings during term time from 9.30 – 

11.00 am. Breastfeeding support is available from qualified breastfeeding 

counsellor Cally Edwards and trained peer supporters. Find further 

information on our Facebook page, Bishopstone Playgroup or contact 

Cally on callyedwards@me.com or 07968 797168.

“EXTEND” EXERCISE CLASSES       

For further information about these exercise classes, contact Jenny on 

01722 780863, email: jennyberwynjones@yahoo.co.uk 

PILATES AT BISHOPSTONE 

For further information, contact Claudine on 07788 587937 or email: 

claudineblake@aol.com

YOGA WITH HANNAH

For more details, please contact Hannah Stocker at 0773 856 1888 or by 

email: yoga_with_hannah@outlook.com. 

ART GROUP

An Art Group led by Russell Bignold meets every Thursday morning 

between 9.45am and 11.45am. Drawing, painting and sculpture (clay) are 

taught, covering all genres. Cost £20 per session, tea and biscuits 

provided.  Contact Russell at russellbignold@btinternet.                 

Website www.russellbignoldartist.com

http://www.bishopstone-salisbury.co.uk/
http://www.bishopstone-salisbury.co.uk/
http://www.bishopstone-salisbury.co.uk/
mailto:callyedwards@me.com
about:blank
mailto:claudineblake@aol.com
about:blank
http://www.russellbignoldartist.com/


Friends of Bishopstone Church 
IN AID OF BISHOPSTONE CHURCH DEVELOPMENT 

 

Parables of Palestine 
 

Join us for this fascinating talk given by  
The Very Reverend Nicholas Papadopulos,  

Dean of Salisbury  
 

‘Nick lived in East Jerusalem for three months in 
early 2024, and worked as a human rights 

monitor for an international church 
programme.  In his talk he will tell stories of what 

he saw - observations of everyday life in an 
occupied city during Israel’s war on Gaza – and 

he will reflect on what the experience is still 
teaching him’. 

 

Tuesday 10th November at 7.30  
Bishopstone Village Hall, SP5 4AA 

Tickets £12.50 to include canapés. Cash & Card Bar 
 
 

CONTACTS FOR TICKETS 
Sarah Seal – theseal1@outlook.com 

Tony Clarke – tonyclarke103@gmail.com   





Friends of Bishopstone Church 
IN AID OF BISHOPSTONE CHURCH DEVELOPMENT 

 

           

 

Christmas Garland Workshop 
With Emily Broomhead  

 

Join us for a festive workshop led by Emily, a 
professional flower arranger and an RHS Chelsea 
Gold Medallist. Learn how to create a beautiful 

Christmas Garland. All materials will be provided; 
however, Emily requests that you bring your own 

bag of evergreen foliage. 

 

Saturday 28th November 10.00 – 12.00 
Bishopstone Village Hall, SP5 4AA 

 

Tickets £20: includes Tuition, Materials, Coffee & Cake 
Tickets limited so book early to avoid disappointment 

 
 

CONTACTS FOR TICKETS 

Sarah Seal – theseal1@outlook.com 
Tony Clarke – tonyclarke103@gmail.com   



Bishopstone Village Hall rates for private hire

Bishopstone Village Hall has 2 rooms that are available for hire for a 

wide range of functions.  The larger room is ideal for children’s parties 

with lots of space for running around.   It can also accommodate wedding 

receptions, charity functions and large family celebrations.

The smaller room (The Memorial Room) is a good size for meetings and 

smaller gatherings.

The modern kitchen is spacious and fully equipped with an electric 

catering range, a professional 4 minute dishwasher, water boiler, hot 

cupboard, microwave oven, 2 fridges and a freezer, all suitable for 

professional caterers.  There is also glassware, crockery and cutlery for 

over 80 people.

The hire charges include use of heating and electricity.

The rates are currently:

                            Villagers   Non Villagers

Hire of both rooms            £17 per hour   £22 per hour

(With full use of the kitchen)

Hire of both rooms      £12 per hour   £17 per hour 

(With tea making facilities but no other electrical kitchen equipment)

Full use of the kitchen       £12 per hour   £17 per hour

only

Weddings – per event/day     £200           £300 

Parties – per event/day           £125          £175

Broadband

An additional charge is made for use of the broadband connection of £6 

per hour with a maximum of £25 per day.

Large projection screen

Use of this professional quality screen is charged at an additional 

£10 per event.

The hire period must include time to set up and clear away after the 

event.

For further information and bookings contact: Margaret Barter 

01722 780471



Serving the Valley from Berwick St John to Bodenham since 1996 & 

awarded The Queen's Award for Voluntary Service in 2006, the Chalke 

Valley Link Scheme is a Registered Charity that provides good neighbour 

support with transport help for Valley residents.  We can provide, for 

example: transport to a medical appointment, visiting family members in 

hospital,  collecting prescriptions or changing library books. 

If you live between Bishopstone & Britford/Bodenham 

please phone: 07795 620812 (Geoff Stephens, 

Jenny Monds or Debby Underhill on rotation). 

The co-ordinator answering your call will take your details 

and  contact a volunteer who can help you. 

If your call is answered by a recorded message, please 

leave your contact details and a co-ordinator will respond 

as soon as possible. There is no set charge, but you are 

invited to make a donation towards our running costs.

All our co-ordinators and drivers are  volunteers so please 

give us much notice as possible to find an available driver.

If you would like to become a volunteer driver to enable

us to continue this service to our community, please 

contact the above number.                                                             

Registered as a Charity no.1076335 

STaB magazine is a vital source of communication in the village, keeping 

everyone informed as to what is happening locally. However, to keep up to 

date with what is going on there are three other important sources of 

information in Bishopstone - the village website, the Parish Council website 

and our own WhatsApp network. 

The village website – www.bishopstone-salisbury.co.uk - carries all the 

latest news on events in the village (see page 2).  Information on Parish 

Council meetings and initiatives is available at: www.bishopstone-pc.gov.uk.

The Bishopstone Network is a WhatsApp messaging service which enables 

information to be instantly shared to your mobile phone.  This includes 

information on pretty much everything – recommendations on service 

providers, events, road closures, interruptions to electricity and water 

supplies, items being given away or for sale and the latest menu from the 

White Hart!  You will need to download the App to your phone and 

then contact Piers Edwards (piersgedwards@gmail.com or 

07920 475009) or Kate Pendlenton (kmpendlenton@hotmail.com 

or 07769202200) and ask to be added to the group.



MOBILE LIBRARY

The Mobile Library will be calling at The Styles in Bishopstone         

between 1115-1135 on the following Thursdays:

19 Nov, 17 Dec, 14 Jan, 11 Feb, 11 March

www.coombebissettstores.co.uk

            shop@coombebissettstores.co.uk    Tel: 01722 718852

            OPENING HOURS, SHOP AND POST OFFICE

            Mon-Fri: 7am-6pm,  Sat: 7am-1pm

www.chalkevalleystores.co.uk

            info@chalkevalleystores.co.uk    Tel: 01722 780998

            OPENING HOURS

             Shop:  Weekdays 9am - 5pm (until 4pm on Saturdays)

             Post Office:  Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am- 1:30pm
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POLICE

Call 999 in an emergency: an emergency is when someone is being threatened or at 

risk of getting injured, or a crime is in progress.

Call 101 for non-emergencies: such as reporting a crime that has already taken 

place, non-urgent incident, contacting local officers etc

To contact your Community Policing Team about a community-related matter, such as 

a school visit, then please email SalisburyAreaCPT@wiltshire.police.uk   

Please note that this mailbox is not monitored 24/7.

You are unable to report crimes of any type via email and please do not report any 

situations that require an urgent response. 

You can follow us on:

Facebook  -  www.facebook.com/salisburypolice

Twitter  -  www.twitter.com/SouthWiltsCPT

Community Messaging:  Sign up to Community Messaging for news and updates from 

your local policing team:  www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk



This last month I have received a donation of £10 plus food totalling 1.8 

kgs.

Apart from the usual list of food and goods they need there are 6 

possibly unexpected items that are needed:

Toilet rolls

Sanitary towels and tampons

Tin openers

Toiletries

Baby food

With this being the November issue of STaB, can I ask you to start 

thinking of Christmas? For a lot of people, not only families, this can be 

a hard and sometimes a sad time. Please try to include with the normal 

foodstuffs some extra special treats that we all look forward to over the 

Christmas period. Let us make this Christmas a happier time for those 

less fortunate than ourselves. 

The earlier in December that you can donate means that the Foodbank 

will see what they have to give  to people and they also close down 

their warehouse, not accepting further donations for several days 

before Christmas Day, while they are busy getting all the goods out to 

people, it is a very busy time for them.

Thank you for the support you offer for this very worthwhile cause.

As usual, you can leave donations either in the church or at The Old 

Post Office, The Cross, or call me on 01722 780306 if there's 

something you need collecting 

Judy Barrett





REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2026 

 

Please join us to remember our villagers and all 

who have served or are serving our country 

on 

Sunday 8th November at 10:50am 

at 

St John The Baptist Church, Bishopstone 

followed by a 

Curry Lunch in The White Hart at 12:00am 

(call 01722 780244 to book a place) 





Rambling with Jazzie…  Mid-Autumn

After our lovely holiday in France, Jazzie was very pleased to see us 
back home again. She was in fine fettle and raring to go. All stopped 
the next week as she had another hair-do for the autumn, and now 
looks quite neat and trim again. Walks have been reduced while I 
have not been too well, but are resuming as the weather gets cooler. 
Helps to keep me and J warm! 

No sightings of the hedgehogs since early October, but someone is eating their food. 
There is also evidence of the hutches being used. No doubt, they are preparing for the 
winter hibernation and getting leaves and litter together for their winter beds. Took an 

injured buzzard to the Animal Hospital last Sunday, found on 
the road over Crowden Hill. It must have been hit by a car as it 
rose from a feast on pheasant carcases in the road. It had a 
broken leg, but otherwise seemed in good order, and was an 
excellent patient as we went to the hospital. 

The garden is looking a bit of a mess, but Sarah and Susanne help so much in keeping the 
weeds down and the beds looking clean. Last weekend, we had family help with wood 
splitting and stacking, so now have a full wood store. Won’t last for long as fires are the 
order of the day at present. The last delivery of oil was for an eye-watering price compared 
with the start of the year! I hope the RAF in the MidEast will help to reduce these prices? 

The ArtCare Exhibition is starting at the hospital, but I was too 
late to get any of my offerings accepted. Too bad, but will now 
try at the Village Christmas Fayre later on. The ArtCare is on from 
24 Oct until 20 Nov, so plenty of time to view the works on 
display, and perhaps buy a Christmas present. 

The RBL Poppy Appeal starts on 23rd October for the next two 
weeks. Please support it, and buy at least two poppies each! 
Remember the Service of Remembrance is on Sunday 8th 
November at ten to eleven in the church, and curry lunch follows 
in the pub. Ring Ed or Heidi to reserve your place. Their curries 
are extremely good for flavour and for value! 

Met up with my old Inniskilling friends at the start of the month, with an excellent meal at 
the Radnor Arms rather than our pub, as Ed and Heidi were away on their well earned 
holiday. At the PCC we discussed even more good things for the church. 

Another busy month, and so to Remembrance again in November. 
Look at the names on our War Memorial, all those who didn’t come 
home. Albert Gurd was the first to die in September 1914, and Charles 
Baker the last on 7th October 1918. 15 in the Great War and 3 in the 
Second World War.            We remember with thanks. 

 (JHST 20.10.26) 



A Plea from the Hospital

Join The Ramblers

Thinking of joining the Ramblers?

On the morning of Saturday 7th November the South Wiltshire Group 

will be holding their AGM in the Bishopstone Village Hall. 

In the early afternoon they will have two walks in the area of 

approximately 3-5 miles, from the hall. If you are thinking of joining the 

Ramblers this would be an ideal time to meet and walk with some of 

our local members. If you are interested, please contact 

swrmblrs@gmail.com by Friday 6th November.

mailto:swrmblrs@gmail.com


This is taken from ‘Memories of my Childhood: Bishopstone 1913-1924’ by 

Ted Compton.  Born Edmund Albert Compton, Ted was born in Bishopstone in 

1913 and died in 2005.  His book of memories was passed to Canon Hendry 

in 2007.  Sections of this booklet will be reproduced in STaB over the coming 

months.

Memories of a Bishopstone Childhood



Wellspring is a midweek morning meeting of people who enjoy 

being part of an informal Christian community.

It’s a place where faith grows, deep friendships are formed, and the ups 

and downs of life can be shared.

It’s a sociable and relaxed morning with members coming from different                

denominations and different villages up and down the Chalke Valley

10 am-12 noon in Broad Chalke Village Hall SP5 5DN, most Tuesdays in 

term time.

Includes sung worship, a Christian speaker,  and a half hour coffee and 

cake break with a lot of chatting!.

If you’d like to try us out, just turn up on any of the following dates next 

term:

Nov 3, Nov 17th

…….we’d love to meet you.

Wellspring has the blessing of The Chalke Valley Clergy Team



Chalke Valley Events



Huge thanks to the fete committee for generously awarding 

STaB a grant of £100 towards our printing costs.

BOURNEMOUTH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

From October to May, the Friends of The BSO take coaches to Poole 

Lighthouse to the concerts held there every Wednesday evening.  The 

BSO is a top-rate orchestra, that we are lucky to have within a 

reasonable distance.  We usually arrange transport to concerts about 

twice a month, but you can choose which you attend.

The coach picks people up from Wilton, Salisbury and Downton and 

returns you of course, so you can enjoy an interval drink. 

Please contact me for further details, Daphne Ince

daphneince3719@gmail.com  or 01722 782532

mailto:daphneince3719@gmail.com


Each small grid is labelled with a coordinate (like A1, B3, etc.) that tells 

you exactly where to place it on the large 10×10 master grid. Simply 

copy the black pixel pattern from each small grid into its matching 

section on the master grid to reveal a hidden fireworks image.

A new kind of puzzle on the next page…









Facilities for all

the Chalke 

Valley

SPORTS 

SCENE

NOVEMBER 

2026

General e.mail:  info@chalkevalleysportscentre.co.uk

More details can be found on our website: www.chalkevalleysportscentre.co.uk 

Private Car Parks – Three Ways You Could Receive an 

Unexpected Parking Charge
Private parking companies in the UK issued a record 16.9 million parking charge 

notices in the year to March 2026 (2025/26), up from 14.4 million the previous year.

Parking restrictions can sometimes catch motorists by surprise.

Here are three situations worth knowing about:

1. The supermarket is closed – but parking restrictions may still apply.

You might assume that when a supermarket closes at 4pm on a Sunday, its car park 

is free to use. Not necessarily. Some supermarket car parks are managed by private 

parking companies whose restrictions continue to apply after the store has closed. 

Even if you are simply sitting in your car waiting to collect someone, you could 

receive a parking charge if you breach the displayed conditions.

Never assume that a closed supermarket means unrestricted parking. Check the 

signs, even if you only intend to stop for a few minutes.

2. Charging your electric vehicle? Check the parking rules too.

Many supermarkets and retail parks now provide electric vehicle charging points, 

some of which operate outside normal shopping hours. However, just because the 

charging point is available does not necessarily mean the car park is unrestricted.

Motorists can receive parking charges while legitimately charging their vehicles if they 

breach the car park's conditions. There may also be separate charges for remaining 

connected after charging is complete.

Before plugging in, check both the charging point instructions and the car park's 

parking restrictions. Paying to charge your vehicle does not automatically exempt you 

from parking rules.

3. Are you parked between the lines?

Did you know that you could receive a parking charge simply because your vehicle is 

not parked correctly within the marked bay? Even if you have paid for parking, or are 

using a free car park, some operators enforce rules requiring vehicles to be parked 

wholly within the marked lines.

Photographs may be taken by parking attendants or camera systems as evidence of 

a parking infringement.

Before walking away, check that your vehicle is properly positioned within the parking 

space. If another vehicle makes this difficult, try to find another bay.

What if you receive a private parking charge?

A private Parking Charge Notice is not the same as a Penalty Charge Notice issued 

by a local council.

If you receive one:

• Check the date, time, location and reason for the charge.

• Ask for photographic evidence if it has not been provided.

• Check whether the parking restrictions were clearly displayed.

• If you believe the charge is unfair or incorrect, consider appealing to the parking 

operator.

If your appeal is rejected, you may be able to take the matter to an independent 

appeals service.  Do not simply ignore a parking charge, as the operator may pursue 

payment.   A few moments spent reading the parking signs could save you an 

unexpected bill of £60, £100 or more.

Posted by Able Community Care. www.ablecommunitycare.com
I get sent these tips ever week as STaB editor.  Sometimes I choose to share useful ones if 

there is space in the magazine.

http://www.ablecommunitycare.com/
http://www.ablecommunitycare.com/


Police Bulletin

A monthly newsletter from Philip 

Wilkinson, Police and Crime 

Commissioner for Wiltshire.

One issue I hear raised regularly by businesses, residents and local 

communities is the impact that crime and anti-social behaviour can have on 

our town and city centres.

Whilst individual incidents may seem minor in isolation, their effect can be 

far-reaching. Retail crime, anti-social behaviour and public disorder can 

undermine confidence, affect trade, discourage visitors and change how 

people experience the places where they live and work. The reality is that 

strong local economies and thriving town centres depend upon people 

feeling safe.

Too often, offences such as shoplifting are dismissed as low-level crimes. I 

do not accept that view. Behind every offence is a business owner dealing 

with lost income, a shop worker facing abuse or intimidation, or a resident 

questioning whether their town centre remains a place they want to visit. 

These crimes have real consequences and they deserve to be taken 

seriously.

That is why tackling retail crime and anti-social behaviour remains a priority 

for Wiltshire Police, my office and our partners across Wiltshire and 

Swindon.

November's Safer Business Action Week is an opportunity to highlight the 

action being taken to support businesses and improve safety in our town 

centres. It is also an opportunity to recognise what can be achieved when 

organisations work together with a shared purpose.

Over the past year, partnership approaches such as the Business Crime 

Reduction Partnership in Salisbury have demonstrated the value of 

improved intelligence sharing, stronger communication and coordinated 

action against those causing the greatest harm. Whilst no single initiative 

will eliminate these issues entirely, experience shows that businesses, 

police, local authorities and community organisations are far more effective 

when they work together than when they work alone.

Wiltshire remains the safest force area in the South West, but maintaining 

that position requires constant effort and a willingness to tackle problems 

before they become entrenched.

My expectation is clear. Residents, visitors and businesses should be able 

to enjoy our town and city centres without feeling intimidated, unsafe or 

ignored. By continuing to invest in partnership working, supporting effective 

policing and holding organisations to account for delivering results, we can 

ensure our high streets remain places where communities can prosper and 

confidence can grow.
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01722 714308 
07541 358570 

 
• Local 

• BPCA trained  

• RSPH qualified 

• Sensible pricing 

• Fully insured 

• Reliable 

• Discreet 

• Evening & weekends 
 
 
 
 
www.greystonespestcontrol.com 
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FLOOD WARDENS

West - Nigel Peasley 07761 463737 

East - Michael Pratt 07798 607742 

Emergency Planning - Piers Edwards 07920 475009 

THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Chairman - Norman Barter  780471

Treasurer - Francis Taylor  780316                                           

Secretary - Sue Grantham  07873 596310

Entertainments - Sue Taylor 780316

Event bookings  - Caroline Ash 781044

Hall bookings - Margaret Barter 780471

Hall maintenance - Nigel Peasley 07761 463737 

Member - Andy Stocker                           780956

The Village Hall is an important resource and offers a venue for a wide variety of 

events for the benefit of all.  The Hall is supported by a large group of dedicated local 

people in addition to the Committee. We hope you will support events whenever you 

can and if you would like to join the wider group of Friends of the Village Hall then 

please contact any member of the committee. 

Parish Councillors Telephone

Piers Edwards (Chairman)

Wendy Prior (Vice Chair)

Ali Thorne  

Norman Barter

Michael Pratt

01722 780079

07873 306940​

07768 514133

01722 780471

07798 607742 

Parish Clerk

Graham Hill

Corn Pitt House, 

Flamstone Street, 

Bishopstone, 
Salisbury, SP5 4BZ 

07745 932706 

clerk@bishopstone-pc.gov.uk 

Further information is on the Parish Council website: www.bishopstone-pc.gov.uk 

and the village website: www.bishopstone-salisbury.co.uk

mailto:clerk@bishopstone-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@bishopstone-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@bishopstone-pc.gov.uk


If there are any problems with the delivery of STaB, please contact      

Sue Porter on porter1totalserve@gmail.com or 01722 780459.

    

 

Services in the Chalke Valley Benefice: November 2026 
 

BCP = Book of Common Prayer (Traditional Language), CW = Common Worship (Contemporary Language) 
  

 
Sunday 1st November – ALL SAINTS’ DAY 

9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) Berwick St John Alison Waterhouse 
9.30am Parish Communion (CW) Britford Jenny Taylor 
9.30am Family Communion (CW) Broad Chalke Ruth Howlett-Shipley 

11.00am Morning Prayer (BCP) Ebbesbourne Wake Biddy Trahair 
11.00am Parish Communion (CW) Coombe Bissett Ruth Howlett-Shipley 
11.00am Family Service Odstock Adrian Taylor 

6.30pm All Saints Service Bowerchalke Kate Woolven 
Sunday 8th November – REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY  

   10.45am Remembrance Service Berwick St John Barney Hopkinson 
   10.45am Remembrance Service Bowerchalke Kate Woolven 

 Followed by Communion   
10.45am Remembrance Service Broad Chalke Alison Waterhouse 

 Followed by Communion   
10.45am Remembrance Service Bishopstone Jenny Taylor 
10.45am Remembrance Service Coombe Bissett Tony Monds 
10.45am Remembrance Service Nunton Maggie Metcalfe 

   10.45am Remembrance Service Alvediston Ruth Howlett-Shipley 
Sunday 15th November – 2nd Sunday before Advent 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Fifield Bavant Ruth Howlett-Shipley 
9.30am Parish Communion (CW) Bishopstone Alison Waterhouse 

   9.30am Parish Communion (CW) Odstock Ruth Howlett-Shipley 
11.00am Parish Communion (CW) Berwick St John Alison Waterhouse 
11.00am Family Communion (CW) Ebbesbourne Wake Ruth Howlett-Shipley 
   4.00pm Sunday Praise Bowerchalke Kate Woolven 
   4.00pm Sunday Praise Coombe Bissett Lay Led 

Sunday 22nd November – CHRIST THE KING 
   9.30am Parish Communion (CW) Broad Chalke Alison Waterhouse 
   9.30am Parish Communion (CW) Charlton All Saints Ruth Howlett-Shipley 
11.00am Parish Communion (CW) Bishopstone Ruth Howlett-Shipley 
11.00am Holy  Communion (BCP) Alvediston Alison Waterhouse 
11.00am Morning Prayer (BCP) Berwick St John Lay  Led 

   11.00am Family Service Nunton Adrian Taylor 
   6.00pm Evening Prayer Homington Ruth Howlett-Shipley 

Sunday 29th November – 1st Sunday of Advent 
   10.00am Benefice Communion (CW) Odstock Alison  Waterhouse 

Ministry Team: 
Team Rector  ~ The Revd Dr Ruth Howlett-Shipley: 01722 697022 
Team Vicar ~ The Revd Alison Waterhouse: 07904 034221or 01722 697404 
Associate Priests ~ The Revd Maggie Metcalfe: 01722 325825, The Revd Kate Woolven: 07754 582395 
Team Administrator ~ Mrs Emily Broomhead: 07890 262376  Email: thechalkevalleychurches@gmail.com 
Assisting Clergy: 
Revd Canons:  Anthony Hawley  01794 390607, Tony Monds 07808 614597, Jenny Taylor  01722 503081,          
Vernon White  01722 327042  

Lay Worship Leaders: 
Angela Bridges: 01747 828383, Caroline Lamb: 01722 780789, Sally Leaver: 01722 780447, 
Don Morgan: 01722 718557, Adrian Taylor: 01722 325862, Janet Roe: 01725 519242, Biddy Trahair: 01722 780666, 
Rhoddy Voremberg: 07785 304142, James Wardroper: 01722 718152 
 

 

mailto:porter1totalserve@gmail.com
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